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October 30,2002

Dear

We urge you in the strongest possible terms to act in a socially responsible manner and remove Hitman 2 from your shelves.  The game trains its users to kill not some fantasy-created bad guys, but to kill Sikhs, an ethnic and religious group numbering 26 million people.

If this game is allowed today, then any religious group and any place of worship such as a Synagogue, a Church or a Mosque, may become the next setting for violence and bloodshed in the name of entertainment.

A coalition of interfaith, human rights and religious organizations, led by the Sikh community, urgently asks that you help us by doing the following:

1. Immediately remove Hitman 2 from your shelves and stop selling it.

2. Remove all Eidos Interactive titles from your shelves until they recall Hitman 2 from the market.

In a world climate where racial and religious intolerance claims thousands of lives every day, the Sikh community is appalled by images and text in the sniper-themed videogame Hitman 2 portraying Sikhs being killed within their most prominent temple, the Harimander Sahib, also known as the Golden Temple.

Please go to www.sikhnet.com/s/HItman2VideoCampaign for background information about the game and images from the game. 

This game is developed and distributed by Eidos Interactive.  Eidos’s choice to target a specific religious group in Hitman 2 is not only socially irresponsible, but also potentially dangerous to Sikhs worldwide, as their turbans have made them the focus of backlash attacks in the post-September 11th environment.  

Those in the corporate community have a responsibility to create an environment that embraces different appearances, cultures and religions, and makes us all proud that we can achieve harmony within our society.  

Sikhs strongly believe in honest work, equality of humankind, service to the community, and a common God to all.  Yet the videogame, Hitman 2, being sold in your stores engages in a vicious campaign of intolerance that may affect us all.  Hitman 2 is one of the worst “hate games” on the market today.  The game trains its users to kill not some fantasy-created bad guys, but an ethnic and religious group numbering 26 million people.  By taking a stand now, you are helping to prevent future development of games that fall into the “hate” category.

As parents and concerned citizens, we are doing everything that we can to help our community, and we are also making great efforts to help our communities feel safe.  However, we cannot do this alone. This game promotes violence and intolerance not just against Sikhs, but against all ethnic and religious groups.  If this game is allowed today, then any religious group and any place of worship such as a Synagogue, a Church or a Mosque, may become the next setting for violence and bloodshed in the name of entertainment.  By focusing on a religious minority and setting the violence in our sacred shrine, Hitman 2 mindlessly encourages racial and religious prejudice.  

We cannot allow videogame developers to use sacred religious settings to promote killings and intolerance.  We cannot allow this videogame to continue to fan the fires or racism and religious intolerance.  The urgency of our joint efforts is highlighted even more by the tragic sniper shootings that have occurred near Washington DC.

Please act immediately and remove Hitman 2 from your shelves, showing that your company is committed to religious tolerance and social responsibility.

Sincerely,

Hitman 2 Video Game Recall Cosponsors

US Organizations 

The Sikh Coalition

Sikh Network 

Sikh Communications Council 

SikhNet 

Sikh Mediawatch and Resource Task Force 

Sikh Council On Religion & Education 

Sikhe.com 

United Sikhs in Service of America 

American Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee

Sikh Sentinal

Sikh American Association 

Kaur Foundation

SikhPoint.com 

Columbia University Sikhs 

Sikh Association of Boston University 

Sikh Heresy Regulation Board 

Sikh-Sewa 

Sikh Students Associations - Illinois

Gurudwara Singh Sabha of Washington

Sikh Volunteers of Washington

Baba Makhan Shah Lobana Gurdwara, NY

Sri Guru Singh Sabha of Glenrock, NJ

Gurudwara Sacha Marg, Kent, WA

Guru Nanak Sikh Temple, Marysville, WA

Sikh Sisterhood 

Sikh Religious Society of Chicago

Sikh Society of Minnesota

Sikh Foundation, Inc. (WA)

Washington Sikh Center

Sikh Youth Forum

Sikh Association of Central Virginia

Bay Area Sikhs

Sikh Sabha of New Jersey

International Institute of Gurmat Studies, California

Iota Nu Delta Fraternity, Inc., New York

Sikh Student Association at Binghamton University, New York

Sikh Student Association - San Diego, California

Sikh Student Alliance - Coalition of Sikh Student organizations from Southern California

QuamiEkta.com

World Sikh Council - America Region

The Sikh Cultural Society of New York

Guru Gobind Singh Sikh Society of Cleveland, Ohio

Sikh Foundation of Virginia Gurdwara, Fairfax Station, Virginia 

IkOnkar, The First International Sikh Youth Magazine

The Sikh Youth Commission, Washington D.C.

Sikh Study Circle, Inc, Atlanta, Georgia

Sikh Students Association - Kingston

Central Jersey Sikh Association, Windsor, New Jersey

Sikh Students Associations, Queens College, New York

UK Organizations 

Sikh Secretariat 

United Sikhs in Service of Europe 

Oxford University Sikh Society

British Sikh Federation 

Federation of Sikh Organisations, UK

Akhand Kirtani Jatha, UK

Brunel University (UK) Sikh Society

School of Pharmacy Sikh Society, University of London

Khalsa Human Rights

Sikhs in England (SIE) 

Metropolitan Police Sikh Association, London, UK

Sikh Arts and Cultural Association (SACA), UK

Awaze Qaum International, UK 

Sikh Society of Westminster University, UK

Council of Sikh Gurudwaras in Birmingham, UK 

Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha, UK, Kenya, Anandpur, Hazur Sahib

Canadian Organizations 

Canadian Sikh Council, Montreal, Canada

Montreal Sikh Students Association, Montreal, Canada

Anti-Racist-Action Montreal, Montreal, Canada

Sikh Awareness & Resource Centre, Calgary, Canada

Sikh Virsa, Monthly Magazine from Calgary, Canada

The Maritime Sikh Society, Canada

The Khalsa Diwan Society of Victoria, B.C., Canada

Gurdwara Sahib Dasmesh Darbar, Surrey, B.C., Canada

Akali Singh Sikh Society, Vancouver, B.C., Canada

Sikh Students Association at University of Toronto, Canada

Waheguru Simran Society, Canada

United Sikh Federation, Canada

Australian Organizations 

Sikh Kirtan Prachar Mission of Australia, Inc.

The North Shore Sikh Association of Sydney Inc., Sydney, Australia

Australian Sikh Association, Australia

Malaysian Organizations 

Gurdwara Sahib Titiwangsa, Malaysia

Punjab based Organizations 

The Nanakshahi Trust 

Non-Sikh Organizations in support 

Anti-Racist-Action Montreal, Montreal, Canada

Iota Nu Delta Fraternity, Inc., New York

Islamic School of Seattle, Seattle, WA

National Council of Hindu Temples (UK)

Hate Free Zone Campaign of Washington, WA

